
Home Sweet Home 

 
 

In this activity, we’ll explore di6erent housing situations and share our preferences. 
In groups of 3 or 4, one person reads a question and each person answers in turn and 
gives a reason. For example: “Would you rather live in a big city apartment or a small 
countryside house? Why?” - "I would choose the countryside house because I love peace 
and being close to nature. Also, I prefer having more space." 
 

1. Urban vs. Rural: 
Would you rather live in a high-rise apartment in a bustling city or a quiet farmhouse 
surrounded by fields? 
 
2. Traditional vs. Modern: 
Would you rather live in an ancient castle with history and charm or a futuristic smart home 
with high-tech gadgets? 
 
3. Small vs. Spacious: 
Would you rather live in a tiny house with minimal space but low expenses or a spacious 
mansion with high upkeep costs? 
 
4. Natural vs. Artificial Surroundings: 
Would you rather live in a treehouse in the middle of a forest or an underwater house with 
ocean views? 
 
5. Location Priorities: 
Would you rather live close to work but in a smaller, less attractive home, or further away in a 
larger, beautiful home? 
 

6. Extreme Environments: 
Would you rather live in a desert home with air conditioning or a snowy cabin with a 
fireplace? 



 
7. Fixed vs. Mobile Housing: 
Would you rather live in a permanent house or a mobile home that lets you travel anywhere? 
 
8. Proximity to Nature: 
Would you rather live by the beach with ocean views or in the mountains with breathtaking 
landscapes? 
 
9. Neighbours vs. Privacy: 
Would you rather live in a cosy neighbourhood where everyone knows each other or in a 
remote home with complete privacy? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 



Houses 
1 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE 
a Co1nplete the Preposition column w ith in or on. 

Preposition 

1 I live the country, surrounded by fields. 

2 I live the outskirts of Oxford, about 5 miles f rom 
the cent re. 

3 I live a v illage (a town I a city). 

4 I live in Aldeburgh, a small town the east coast. 

5 I live the second f loor of a large block of flats. 

6 I live Croydon, a suburb of London about 10 miles 
f rom the c ity cent re. 

VOCABULARY BANK 

p suburbs or outskirts? 
The suburbs is a residential area outside t he 
centre of a large city. 
Croydon is a suburb of London. 
The outskirts is t he area around a city which 
is the furthest f rom the centre. 
They live on the outskirts of Milan. 

b 19>)) Listen and check. 

c Cover tl1e Prepositio n colun1n. Say the 
sentences with tl1e correct preposition. 

d Describe \.vhere you live to your partner. 

2 PARTS OF A HOUSE OR BLOCK OF FLATS 
a Matcl1 the \.Vords and pictures. 

A flat 
balcony k::in ii 
basen1ent /'be1sm::>nt/ 
entrance /'ent r;;ins/ 
ground floor 
/grauncl fl:i:/ 
(AmE first floor) 

1 top floor /tnp fl:.">:/ 

It 
1111H1111 

' ,, .. 

oo 1m 0 1 
' ,, ". . ' 

A house 
1 chi1nney /'tJ1n1ni/ 

gate Iyer t/ 
path /pu:8/ 
roof /ru:f/ 
steps /steps/ 
.rgrrace /' tcr'ds/ / 
I2£!tio /'pa:t1;:io/ 
v1all lw:->:11 

b 20 >)) Listen and check . Cover the \VOrds and look at the 
pictures . Test yourself. 

3 DESCRIBING A HOUSE OR FLAT 
a Match the descriptions and photos. 

I live in a cottage in the country. It's old and 
'made oLstonel. and t he rooms have very low 
ceilings. There's an open re in the living room 
and it's very cosx in the winter. 

I live in a moaer flat in the 
city centre. It's s_paclou_s 
and very llgnt. with wooC:len 
fk>ors and big windows. 

b 4 21 >)) Listen and check. Focus on ho"v the liigJiligl1tea1 phrases are pronounced. 

c Cover the descriptions and look at the photos. Describe the rooms. 

p chimney or fireplace? 
In English chimney only refers to the structure on the roof of t he house. 
Fireplace is t he place where you burn wood or coal. For some nationalities 
chimney is a 'false f riend'. 

roof or ceiling? 
Roof is the top part of a house. Ceiling is the top part of a room . 

• -< p.69 

• 00 

• 



 
 

 
 
 



FiNDiNG YOUR IDEAL RENTED FLAT OR HOUSE 
 

Imagine you found a new job in the UK and are planning to rent a flat or house. Your 
task is to search for a property online, analyse its features, and present why it would 
be the best choice for you. 
 
Take note of important details: 
• Location 
• Price 
• Size (number of rooms, square footage) 
• Features (balcony, garden, proximity to shops/schools, etc.) 
• Any unique selling points (e.g., "great city view," "modern design"). 

 
Where is the property located? 
What makes it appealing to you? 
How does it fit your needs and lifestyle? 
Are there any downsides? If so, why are they acceptable to you? 
What would you change about this property? 
Do you think the price is reasonable? 
 
 
Here is one of the largest property portals in the UK. You can search for flats and houses 
to rent or buy based on location, price range, and features: https://www.rightmove.co.uk/ 
 

 
 

https://www.rightmove.co.uk/
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